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YOULL DIE LAUGHING 


Based on the hit show, MTV's Celebrity Deathmatch allows you to play з” 

and dismember 15 of showhiz's most beloved and hated personalities, 1 
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or design your own victim of fame with Create-A-Celehrity. It's time for 
the stars to stop being polite, and start getting destroyed. 





i [аи —--- = M 7 
А67 т Lm De میں‎ dex TO G 
Pull off wild moves unique to each 
stars’ outrageous personality! 
Же YES nn EOL аерам 





74 * ? EI Ёй 
= же, | 





"Yaman 
|| 
М: 
Заба 


— f 
— Ng 
| 
" 
| 
— 


T az > 









0 MATURE 

рта | B шала” corr 48 ий E | Blood and Gore 
| NINTENDO О „ЕУ سم‎ š Le | Mature Humor | 
| GAMECUBE. 08 | Г | Mature Sexual Themes | 


| 3 а P | багыт БАГТ FF Violence 





ооо nud forks ھ۷‎ 


` 














kosa dl ای سال کہ تانج‎ “Pn ар чийлн цы ош 
Uo prt ra хээл ЕРЕ А ТЕРА ПР УРИНА Тр 12ت‎ 


8 


Si АВИА TU ролен сийн EY OT ТОО ОНЧ SEES Ба с a‏ ہیں 


5 | | 4-3 заны mous нэ анин нд DUE ан (зар б px Reo спіцы | 
PECAN рва Ky ALGO dunno dul OU uoa “Сул lo] OPE БМК RELARG А РОК a 


ада EU EAE зална a Зы “munata "og ai "gue 





анна p 








PRESENTS 














E 
E 
Z. 
а P 
Ll 
= 
z рч 
Г =" 
< m2 
= 2 
БИШ ыт Sq 
= | REC 
= =p > 
а BN 21222 
zi 2598 | 
= Я З Э ы ت‎ | 
= k = | 
= | 2 5 | 
E ча! = = | 
© ба = с. 2 = | 
Бүл = = ы | 
~ X gt 
5 اح‎ ~ но 5 | 
= < ہت‎ 15 | 
ш ы = | 
- = Ф | 
5 = = Е | 
= | 
> Z, | 
2 | =) 
5 Ë 5 
^ 5 I 
b | 
| 
| 
ЕЙ 
m š کے ہے‎ сая 
pp Ë DES | 
| = Td 0 | 
РЕН miram 
Peete اہ‎ р | 
ا‎ Ese JH | 
НЕЕ 
ات‎ ЙГ 
РЕ HE | 
Е = | Pee. | 
і (111515. 






qu S 






lj HERREN GY) | PUR 
v Үр ZING Їн ! m 216 7) 


| Ys — 2-2) | 
| »| i 0 Му 2 TS X 23 ү JH И il 50) UM 
= 2 А A BE Um Z Ш My 
Ў A а x Ед = NE MEN im А | — 
Ч : 00 У LET 223 
НАМ (97 


7 7) 







ЫН | 


a2ua|orA AsejueJ 
[n] 
- DI M. 
= 
са 
Са 






Z АЕ 


м‏ و اپ 
с ht ъъ ча Ч эн‏ 
ч‏ 5 مت š‏ کی کے LI 5 «М ын |} \ = 1 E Ч Ч - ку‏ 
та + ` LE = = x * ۹ 2 arte = ба,‏ \ ^ ^ ^ == 
Энийг аса FV te‏ اب АА‏ 
UM SN M 1‏ سی ЕП КОА. rte ъ„_ M.‏ ہش یں سے .میں اس % гүй А‏ 
ЛА. а E Aa Ss ^ ^ ы ү E +, ki m‏ ہو Р | A‏ 
W \ i‏ ج 27س دس تسم ыды‏ سس تہ سے سے ہے ے سس سح کہ سے سے a‏ عو ای y \ Т‏ 
аба 5, м.‏ سے گے Qu‏ ہے Зай‏ سد = — ч‏ " 
ч 1 = ` + ~ a ^ s‏ 


No 1 У 
SSE 2-0 SN \ | \\ 0 
А | 


й Бра 





ах‏ جج کے 
„ЛИЕ‏ 












` - 
4 E ү к 
Z; AN 


ty, oa. > у) 






Ж 


Я t TIT = 







-— مہ‎ је m N Y n | DIM 
тг 0772 NIS pum m 0 3 | RIR 
а =. b. м, ٦ Ч, ^ 1 5 Ч! | j у [ и LIE і = 1 ll 1 
do — Ex. х S wh ll | | 1 „| t یں‎ МА ЛЕ کی‎ 
AN NA 1 = t А : mE i Е тА J: 1) УШ 


we 








и 


и LEF moe A 


\ | | | | WA y] Л Зі | ! | ! | 
| | ГИ ji 2: jl а n і "y [| 1! ||| ! 
| | | 


| Д SE us e nr "ае Т 










SE 2 


бара ЗЕ 
0 











2 = Z= 
її Х di E 01 К 1! 


| "| "d H 77 22 att АЙ em ийн кй, р, 
P Am 2 70 
| jii | ү 0 "| "| y: — 
| Ши 78 177 2 2 а 


| 
И thi 12 


23 г; 23 22 
Ја 1: P as Y 


‘DUDW Jo ploms Ida эцз u! api) о Jo Suisds|jam 3u8]2uD ayy} 9ADS 

PUD Bas] оируј э43 JO 3841285 9u3 лалозип ‘Olay пох əsoou2 `spuə 
лор оз злэмоЯ әшоѕәмо $31 umy ртом oym əsou3 یہی‎ 224] DUD; 
эці 3223044 03 гэр: pup əpun ззпш omy əy} ‘1э43э80| ‘3509 лец Jo 
51508 э43 Ха рэзипоц |118 Зипоќ у ‘әЗиәлә 10] KuBunu 1030! р0]8 у 





BÉ per 











ZN = = E E А уа СОШ e 
S SSS S 2 ~ 2 P AEN 
122 


m ۳ 12 
doge SSS. х 261 ЇЕ 
E 2 


У = ~ у 11 бу "a Yes <‏ پیل 
у Ман TEMA‏ 
ч ST ily. ao‏ 


шооторивилиллмлгорчалиы 6002 d opiekun jo зшешерел ave Обо азишлру Aog euer eu pue о МО 
“OO XIN3 3HvnOs јожешерал e S! Vivi JO TOONS pauaseg бн ту ал "од XIN3 THOS £007 э 


Aa un ШШ 3 М 


* Y 





te а ےم‎ ПЕ - 
—— T sÑ : جم‎ 
= с EP ——— = m مس‎ а 
<= : = sn p sasa - 3 - г 
3 ی س سے‎ = = 
- سے۔ یت‎ = 


3 = = 
RU. 

= ее a= T и 
— 


LES 


“а SN 








E-mail us at: wwemag@wwe.com е Fax us at: 203-353-2855 
Write us at: V. SmackDown! Magazine, c/o Managing Editor, P.O. Box 3859, Stamford, CT 06905 


Welcome їп the First Issue! 


Dear Editor, 
It's been my opinion that, ever since last 
year's brand extension, WWE really needs 
a magazine exclusively devoted to 5mack- 
Down! After all, there's a magazine named 
after Raw. You're talking about a show 
that has been on the air for over four 
years now, and is, in my humble opinion, 
the best sports-entertainment show out 
there. | would love to see an entire mag 
devoted to the amazing talent this show 
has to offer. Make it happen, people! 
Paul Morton 
Via E-mail 


(Editors Note: Paul, your wish is our com- 
mand! We hope you enjoy the first issue 
of this brand new magazine, which we've 
worked nard to make a reality. We realize 
it’s a long time coming, but we're sure you'll 
forgive us once you check out the issue.) 


Dear Editor, 
| got the December issue of ЎЎ. Magazine, 
only to find a subscription card for some- 
thing called ¥ SmackDown! Magazine. 
What's this all about? | mean, don't get 
me wrong, | always loved % Magazine, 
but I’m wondering about this new maga- 
zine you're putting out—l mean you guys 
haven't brought out a new title in eight 
years! I’m not sure what it’s all about just 
yet, but you can count me in! | can't wait 
to see what you've cooked up. 
Brian Connolly 
Via E-mail 


(Editor's Note: Well, we're sure by now you 
know exactly what it's all about, Brian. We 
hope you aren't disappointed, and we don't 
think you will be. We tried to keep the new 
magazine a secret as long as we could, but 
we knew as soon as those subscription cards 
went out, people would be talking!) 


Dear Editor, 

Okay, we've got a little problem here, folks. 
| love 3€. Magazine, but I’ve heard that 
you are changing things up. To quote 
The Hurricane, "Whatsupwitdat!?" What 
was wrong with the way it was? | enjoyed 
reading ЎЎ Magazine every month to find 


out what was happening in WWE. I'm not 

sure | like this change. I'll give it a try, but 
l'm going to miss ¥ Magazine. 

Julio Borges 

Via E-mail 


(Editors Note: We all loved W Magazine 
too, Julio. But change can be a very good 
thing, and we think we've improved on the 
situation. We're sure you'll agree once you 
see what we're now able to do in terms of 
SmackDown! coverage. Never before have 
we been able to give the SmackDown! Super- 
stars the attention they deserve. Now, they 
have an entire magazine devoted to them 
exclusively (by the way, so does that other 
show). This gives us the chance to go even 
more in-depth, and to focus on Superstars 
and issues that may have gotten lost in the 
shuffle in the past. So give us a chance. 
Then let us know what you think.) 


Dear Editor, 
l've been a fan of WWE and its magazines 
for 20 years now. | can remember the very 
first issue of Victory Magazine back in 1983, 
which eventually led to ¥ Magazine the 
following year. Then, of course, there was 
RAW Magazine in 1996. For the past few 
years, l'd wondered if WWE would ever 
come out with a SmackDown! Magazine. | 
read on the web that this is about to hap- 
pen. I'm really excited about it—hey, I've 
got all your first issues! l'm sure it's gonna 
rank up there with those other mags 
you've given us fans through the years. 
Jim Lavelle 
Via E-mail 


(Editor's Note: It's always good to hear from 
a longtime reader, Jim. And we're sure ۴ 
SmackDown! Magazine is one you're going 
to want to add to your collection.) 


NEED HELP WITH 
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 


For customer service, 
subscription questions, renewals, 


change of address and orders, call 
1-866-WWE-SHOP (1-866-993-7467); 
in the U.S. and Canada only, 
or online at 
wweshopzone.com/help 
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THIS WORLD IS 
BETTER LEFT TO JAK. 


savvy. And that someone, my friend, is Jak. This time he's pissed off and battle ready, with 
a frighteningly large gun, get-the-hell-outta-my-way hoverboard and a nasty case of mutant 
powers. So please, save yourself the detached appendages and let him handle it. 
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1 Believe the Hype 


The rhymes John Cena raps on TV are more than just 

a cool ring entrance. Сепа 5 a legit MC with an album 
due out in January. He gives us the score on his hip-hop 
aspirations. 


Steel City's Favorite Son 


Kurt Angle, Everyman? Believe it. He may be an Olympic 
Hero, but when he returns home to Pittsburgh, he’s truly 
himself. He recently took us on a tour of his hometown, 
and talked about what it was like growing up there. 


When it comes to bringing the pain, there's no one who 
enjoys his job as much as Brock Lesnar. We recently got 
in touch with Brock, and he explained to us exactly why 
he gets such a Kick out of mayhem and destruction. 


4 - = 
Calgary's Wrestling King 

The passing of Stu Hart marked the end of an era in 
wrestling. We take a look back at this amazing figure, 
complete with comments from the many ring greats he 
trained for the sport. 


Merciless 


Get all the results and exclusive pics from October's 
SmackDown! extravaganza, No Mercy! 


_ My Favorite Match: Jamie Noble 
Trivia 
Tales from the Hook with Tazz 





Cover photo: Adam Weiss 
Special thanks to Jimmy's, Connecticut's Original Hip-Hop Spot 





` Legends: Randy Savage | 
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Fasten your seathelts kids, and welcome to the first installment of 
"Smack Talk," the place to come to find out what's really going on 
in the SmackDown! locker room. Forget what you hear elsewhere, 
hecause every month, we've got you covered for rumors, gossip 
and other assorted tidbits that you won't find anywhere else. 


Bashams to Shaniqua "Enough is Enough’! 


ай я 


аз Shaniqua's sadistic style gotten to be too much for the Basham boys to 

handle? It's no secret that the Amazon is a believer in "tough love" when it 

comes to keeping her charges in line, and the brothers may be ready to put 
their collective foot down. 

"In the beginning, they didn't care. They were just happy to be on the 
SmackDown! roster," said a friend of the Basham family. "But I think they're finally 
fed up. They told me if she keeps pushing them, they might have to give her a taste 
of her own medicine." m 
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Rhyno's Regret? 

When Rhyno turned his back on Chris 
Benoit last summer, it was violent, vicious 
and seemingly without remorse. But 
the "Man-Beast" may be thinking twice 
about the rashness of his actions. He was 
recently spotted commiserating with old 
friends at a low-key bar near his native 
Detroit. Although no details could be 
ascertained, Rhyno was upset about some- 
thing he did recently, and Benoit's name 
was mentioned repeatedly. Could it be 
that Rhyno feels badly for putting the 
boots to his onetime friend? Does he 
miss the cheers of the crowd? With two 
men as proud as Rhyno and Benoit, as 
sad as it sounds, this situation may never 
be resolved. m 


For Undertaker, 

the Dark Side Beckons 

For four years now, Undertaker has been 
doing just fine as a bike-riding bad ass, 
but long-time fans remember a different 
Undertaker: an Undertaker dressed in 
gothic black and purple, with the forces 
of darkness at his beck and call. || seemed 
like that Undertaker truly was dead and 
gone, büt is the former "Phenom" looking 
to break out the hat and spats once 
again? There are some who believe the 
Deadman is looking to add a little spark 
to his career and reclaim his spot as the 
most talked about Superstar in WWE. А 
return to the graveyard may be just what 
the doctor ordered. m 


Noble & Nidia on the Rocks? 
Well, it had to happen eventually. It looks 
like the well may be running dry for Jamie 
Noble and Midia, who came into a ton of 
money last April when Jamie's rich uncle 
kicked the bucket. With the way these two 
have been spending money, it's a wonder 
it lasted this long. A well-placed source 
informed us that Nidia has been spotted 
selling off some of her prized fake fur coats, 
so things must be getting bad. Jamie Noble 
recently purchased a copy of Bradshaw's 
investment guide Have More Money Now, 
so there's always a chance he can turn 
things around before it's time to give up 
the double-wide. m 


Dawn Marie Likés it Raw 


Recently spotted at an exclusive uptown 
| Manhattan sushi restaurant were none 
| other than Japanese Superstar Funaki 

and the luscious Dawn Marie. It would 

appear that the widow of the great AI 
| Wilson has gotten over her hubby's 
| untimely demise and is on the make 
| fora new sugar daddy. Although many 
| may not realize it due to his role as 
| SmackDown/'s Мо. 1 announcer, Funaki 

is actually the scion of a highly influen- 
| tial family in the Land of the Rising 
| Sun. Those on hand report that the 

two seemed to be very into each other 
| as they sampled the sashimi, hamagori 

and other culinary delicacies. Romance 
| in bloom? Indeed! ш 
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orrie Wilson may be gallivanting with Billy Gunn these days, but is there some- 

thing going on behind "Mr. Ass's" back? SmackDown! Magazine has learned 

there may be trouble in posterior paradise. Some time ago, viewers learned 
that Torrie and Billy Kidman were once involved, although that seemed to be over. 
But is it? Recently, there've been indications that Wilson and Kidman have renewed 
their relationship. If this is true, the other Billy is oblivious. Maybe Wilson and 
Gunn's relationship is strictly platonic. After all, isn't this the same quy who was set 
to make Chuck Palumbo his "life partner" last year? m 
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By now, you realize that you are holding 
the premiere issue of SmackDown! Magazine, 
the only publication devoted completely 
to the best sports-entertainment program 
on television, and to the Superstars who 
make it so. 

For years now, WWE has published a 
magazine named after that other show. 
And although its focus wasn't solely on that 
other show (until now), clearly a disservice 
was done to the greatest thing to happen 
to Thursday nights since Seinfeld—namely 
SmackDown! Well, that situation has now 
been remedied. 

The SmackDown! franchise, league, what- 
ever you want to call it (I've never been а 
big fan of the word "brand"), being WWE's 
premier platform, simply had too much 
going on to share space with those other 
guys on the "red team." With a roster this 
jam-packed with talent, there were simply 
too many people deserving of ink, and 
not enough room to accommodate them 
all. 

Where else but 5mackDown! can you see 
a rivalry between Kurt Angle and Brock 
Lesnar? These two have put on some of 
the finest exhibitions of guts and stamina 
in the history of the ring, and the WWE 
Championship has never had more prestige 
since these two world-class athletes started 
competing for it. 

And while I'm on the subject, did | 
mention that SmackDown!’s WWE Cham- 
pionship is WWE's original World Cham- 
pionship, dating back to Buddy Rogers in 
1963? That makes it the most prestigious 
title in the sport today, bar none. 

You want fast-paced high-flying action? 
Look no further than the Cruiserweight 
Division—which you can only see on 
SmackDown!, by the way. Rey Mysterio, 
Billy Kidman, Jamie Noble, Ultimo Dragon, 
Spanky, Tajiri, Nunzio—in short (pardon 
the pun), some of the finest competitors 
pound-for-pound ever to lace up a pair of 
boots. We're talking all-time greats here. 

If cheesecake is your thing, $mackDown! 
has eye candy galore. And these girls can 
mix it up, too. Shaniqua, Nidia and Dawn 
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Marie—you couldn’t find 
three more diverse females, 
yet all three share the same 
incredible combination of 
beauty and athleticism. And 
what can | say about Torrie 
Wilson and Sable, Smack- 
Downs two resident Play- 
mates? Words fail to do them 
justice. Thankfully, these lovely 
ladies will now have a maga- 

zine all their own. | 

Some of the most promis- 
ing young Superstars to come 
down the pike in years have 
chosen to make SmackDown! 
their permanent home. Now 
there's finally room to cover wam 
them all: John Cena, sports- 
entertainment's greatest suc- 
cess story of 2003; Zach 
Gowen, the one-legged boy 
wonder whose exploits serve Таж 
as an inspiration to all; and the M 
"World's Greatest Tag Team," ЩЧ 
who prove their deserved- 
ness of that moniker on a | 
weekly basis. 

Add to all this the fact 
that SmackDown! is the only 
place you can see the 13- № 
year veteran, the legendary № 
Undertaker in action. For in- 
your-face intensity, you can't 
beat Chris Benoit and Eddie 
Guerrero (whose greatness is 
further explored in our fea- | 
ture starting on раде 50). | 
And for sheer entertainment |` 
value, does it get any better 
than the Full-Blooded Italians? 
SmackDown! is also the only source for your 
weekly dose of Mattitude, an important 
part of any healthy diet (hold the banana 
juice, please). 

Does this leave any doubt in anyone's 
mind that SmackDown! Magazine is just 
what the world needs right now? Smack- 
Down! has been a staple of every wrestling 
fan's week for over four years, and has 


By Brian Solomon 





been standing completely on its own for 
almost two years. And now, there's finally 
a magazine that will "lay the smack down 
on all your candy asses!” 
In closing, always remember: 
"Anything is possible to him who 
dares." 


- Albert Goodwill Spalding 
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You, the readers, have the chance to pick the brains of the SmackDown! Superstars on any subject you like! 
Mail your questions to: SmackDown! Magazine е c/o World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. е 1241 E. Main Street е Stamford, CT 06902 
Or E-mail your questions to: wwemag@wwe.com е With the subject line: "Ask the Superstars”, 





Ashley Dolan asks: 





*| rest, run errands and spend as much time with my 
dogs—Schultzy, Otto Von Spotto and Gunnar Guenard—as 
| possibly can. And sometimes, | go to Ohio Valley Wrestling 
shows. — Nidia 


* | spend time with my daughter. Recently, уе been building 
a new home, and dealing with all that. Sometimes I ride 
motorcycles, and maybe get some hunting in. That's about it. 
- Brock Lesnar 


«І just built a new house, so І spend time at my house, 
trying to finish that up and fill it. | spend time with my girl- 
friend, Donna, and my family. | workout, train and study 
wrestling tapes. — Charlie Haas 


* 1 play golf with Pat Patterson. | spend time with my wife 
and my animals—three dogs, four cats, five birds, two lizards, 
two turtles and a fish. — Big Show 


* | spend a lot of time on the beach. | watch old movies and 
old wrestling tapes. – Kanyon 





























2204 (14 * Well, lately l've had a few more 
Де days off than Га like. Right now, | 
play guitar, workout, pay the bills, 
read, write, watch wrestling, That 
\ 705 Show, The Simpsons, and 
| cuddle with my wife and dogs. 
Actually, that's what | do when 
наб I'm healthy and working too, 
К. А. only a whole lot less. – Edge 
V *Believe it or not, I'm very 
| domesticated. | like to cook, 
stay at home, train, and 
hang out with my friends. 
— Sable 


*| play video games, and | 
sleep. And І like to take my 
boat out on the water. — Billy 
Kidman 


* Almost every week—nine 


out of 10 times—l go to 
| a theme park. | live in 
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What do you do on your day off? 


Tampa, so Walt Disney World or Busch Gardens. | also go to 
one or two movies a week. 5o that's what | do, either movies 
or a theme park. – Spanky 


• | repack! (Laughs) | pack, try to see my family if | have time, 
workout and try to relax. | try to eat good, because we eat 
so damn bad on the road. - Shaniqua 


* Right now, | sit around and wait for another subpoena 
from my soon-to-be-ex-wife's lawyer. — Bradshaw 


«| don't have any days off, because, usually, half of 
Wednesday and all day Thursday is dedicated to my album. 
And Friday, I'm usually off on media appearances. № | ever 
did get free time, I'd like to play golf and fool around. – John 
Cena 


• | don't have off days, because when I’m in my hometown 
of Mexico City, І go to the dojo every day. Sometimes, | like 
to drive sports cars. — Ultimo Dragon 


*| get home on Wednesday. My wife and І go out to a nice 
dinner on Wednesday nights. That's our night out. Thursday 
and Friday, we spend quality time together, and maybe go 
to the movies or rent a movie. Sometimes a little snoochie- 
snoochie. And then, the next thing | know, it's Saturday 
morning, and I'm back on the road. – Nunzio 


*Honestly? Usually, | spend about two hours with my 
dance instructor. | have a private dance instructor. | love 
dancing if l'm downtown chillin’ or at the beach. — Orlando 
Jordan 


° | try and figure out ways to get more days off. (Laughs) 
Basically, my days off consist of resting, healing and preparing 
myself to go back out on the road. - Undertaker 


*| didn't get many days off, especially when | was WWE 
Champion. But when I did, | was always taught by my fam- 
ily—and especially my wife, God bless her—that family's 
important. | spend every second with my family. | even 
bought a gym so | could work out at home. - Kurt Angle 


*| take a nap. (Laughs) In [my hometown of] San Antonio, 
there's lots of sunshine. So | go outside and tan, and play 
with the kids. — Funaki 
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Maintaining his dedication to his | 
"full-time job" has not made things easy 
for the aspiring MC. If anything, the 
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rigors of the road may have been some- 
thing Cena didn't fully consider when 
he first headed into the studio. Its been 
the big gresi, most unexpec cted challenge 
of producing the album. 

“Our [WWE] schedule, as everybody 
knows, is wall-to-wall,” he Says. “Every 
day were Goings somet ang Usually, 

š: ing, they'll go 










months. I haven't T SEU work— 
not a match, not a media day, not a pro- 
motion day—and [ got the album done i in 
about six months. Thats good time for 
pretty much holding down two jobs 


=} 





instead of just going in, recording tull 
time, and then afterward promoting and | 


touring. I’m recording, promoting and 
touring all at the: same time. 





be able to hit up, but at everv live event, 
Fm always battling fans in the parking 
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had a little bit of | e 
m here. I thank my № 


Nith the schedule we keep, I don't 
know how many outside appearances I'll. 


"Somebody can ghostwrite your s*** so 


nobody Knows for sure where your skills 
are, where you're coming from. The true 





го rappers who get rep аге people that Ein! 


hold down the streets, that will rock par- 
ties, that will go and just battle with peo- 





“Ме MCs that at the drop of a hat can just 
throw their stuff down. For me, that's 


fun. l'm not trving to prove anything, 
that's what I do in my spare time.” 
Села” take on his music is raw, rug- 


ged and unadulterated. Shunning the 
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The SmackDown! Superstars will burn down the weekends 
ч on Afterburn! 50 catch upon all the highlights of Thursdays 
a. in-ring action and behind-the-scenes chaos. 


- Check your local listings for time and channel information. 
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ewn out of the Allegheny Mountains and 
perched upon the Ohio, Monongahela and 
, Allegheny rivers, the city of Pittsburgh stands as 


a а shining monument to the adage that good things 
come from hard work. Today, more than 300 years after 
it was founded as a frontier trading outpost, and more 
than 100 years after it became an industrial giant, its 
very name remains a symbol of toughness and success. 


Through the years, the Steel City has 
produced more than its fair share of 
American icons, including such titans as 
Andrew Carnegie, H.J. Heinz and Jonas 
Salk. 

Of course, the City of Champions is 
also well known for its many sports 
heroes who either grew up in Western 
Pennsylvania or made their fame there 
representing one of the city's profes- 
sional sports franchises. The list reads 
like a Who's Who of American sports: 
Johnny Unitas, Joe Namath, Joe 
Montana, Roberto Clemente, Willie 
Stargell, Bill Mazerowski, Arnold Palmer, 
Mario Lemieux and Bruno Sammartino. 
All are men who fought and clawed their 
way to the top, and once there, never 
forgot where they came from. 

Kurt Angle is the latest among the city's 
athletic greats, and personifies everything 
Pittsburgh and its heroes are about. 





"ometimes when a person achieves so 
much success so soon, others tend to 
believe that he or she must have received — 
their position on a silver platter. Kurt 
Angle first appeared on WWE program- 
ming at Survivor Series 1999; Within two 
months, he won his first title, the - 
European Championship. Three weeks 
later, he was Intercontinental Champion, 
and on October 22, 2000, less than one 
year after he debuted, he won his first 
WWE Championship. 

For someone who had already won 
an Olympic gold medal, an amateur 
world championship, two NCAA cham- 
pionships, and the junior national 
championship, success seemed destined. 
After all, he's Kurt Angle. He was blessed 
with extraordinary talent. Maybe he was 
handed opportunities, or is one of those 
lucky guys. Sure, he probably works 
hard, but he's just not like the rest of us. 
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He couldn't be, right? Wrong! 

The youngest of six children, Angle grew up 
in a typical working-class environment. His 
father worked as a head crane operator for a 
large construction company, helping build 
many of Pittsburgh's most enduring landmarks, 
including the PP&G building that figures so 
prominently in the city's skyline. While his 
father was hard at work, his mother had the 
more-than-full-time task of keeping order in a 
house overflowing with six children. 

Sports played a huge role in the Angle 
household. His older brothers loved athletics, 
and since Kurt idolized them, he too became 
enamored with sports. Kurt's formative years 
also happened to coincide with Pittsburgh's 
sporting glory years. The Steelers were win- 
ning Super Bowls, the University of Pittsburgh 
produced Heisman Trophy winner Tony 
Dorsett, and the Pirates were at the top of 
their game, winning the 1979 World Series. 
The city was going through tough economic 
times and many in Kurt's neighborhood were 
struggling, but the joy brought by athletic tri- 
umphs helped instill a much-needed sense of 
hope and pride. Although Kurt's family 
couldn't afford to go to Steelers or Pirates 
games, they followed them religiously on tele- 
vision, and lived and died with the teams the 
way many cities’ inhabitants do. 

As the youngest of five boys, Kurt took more 
than his fair share of beatings from his older 
siblings and quickly learned how to fend for 
himself. As tough as they were on him, they 
made sure that no one outside the family laid a 
hand on him. The Angles were competitive, but 
when push came to shove, they rallied around 
each other, not just by fending off would-be 
adversaries from the outside, but by supporting 
and attending all family sporting events. 

There were plenty of kids in Kurt's neigh- 
borhood, and he spent much of his free time 
playing football in the streets, baseball at the 
local park, and doing his best to avoid getting 
caught when he and his buddies horsed 
around the way young boys do. When he did 
get caught, he paid the price, as his father was 
a strict disciplinarian. 

Dave Angle was a tough blue-collar man, 
and his youngest son held him in the highest 
esteem. He was very demanding, and his 


Never straying from his working-class 
roots, Kurt Angle stands in solidarity with 
the hard-working men at the Edgar 
Thomson Plant of the Monongahela Valley 
Works, Pittsburgh's last working steel mill. 
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As a youngster, Kurt's favorite sports 
were football and baseball. Above, he 
stands in front of Mt. Lebanon High 
School's field where he was a star full- 
back and linebacker. At right, he poses 
next to a statue of one of his heroes, 
former Pirates great Willie Stargell. 


struggles with alcohol took a toll on the 
family, but the elder Angle was always 
there for Kurt, attending his athletic 
events and always supporting his son 
no matter how he performed. 

When Kurt was 16 years old, his father 
was killed in a work-related accident. 
While building the Doubletree Hotel in 
downtown Pittsburgh, Kurt's father lost 
his balance and fell off his crane. He suf- 
fered multiple injuries, fell into a coma, 

апа never regained consciousness. 

The day Dave Angle died, Kurt 
vowed that no matter how much work 
and sacrifice it might take, somehow, 
someway, he was going to become a 
champion. His father had never missed 
a day's work, and Kurt would take that 
work ethic and apply it toward his ath- 
letic endeavors. 

Kurt, already a gifted athlete, went to 
work and embarked upon his well- 
known athletic career. Yes, he was 
blessed with natural talent, but it was 
his work ethic, instilled by his father, 
and reinforced by the rest of his family, 
that propelled him to success and 
allowed him to overcome injuries and 
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tragedy that would stop others. 
Everyone knows about Kurt wres- 
tling with a broken neck en route to 
winning Olympic gold (he actually had 
a cracked vertebra, two herniated disks, 
and four pulled muscles in his neck), 
and most know that he wrestled at 
WrestleMania XIX with another severe 
injury. But few people remember that 
his wrestling mentor Dave Schultz was 
murdered when Kurt started training 
for the Olympics, and that one of his 
uncles died just before the Games 
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Kurt's great leg strength is partially a 
result of running the hills of his 
Dormont neigborhood. Middle, Kurt 
sits with his oldest brother David in 
front of the house they grew up in. 
Below, Kurt shares a laugh with some old 
friends he bumped into while giving 
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started. And, this fall, just days before he 
was scheduled to wrestle Brock Lesnar in 
their Iron Man match, his sister Le'Anne 
passed away. 

For Angle, tragedy has been part of his 
life. “For some strange reason, I've been 
surrounded by death at pivotal moments 
in my lite," he wrote in his autobiography. 
"Starting with my father Гуе lost too 
many people that I loved, but Гуе always 
seemed to respond by raising my level of 
performance in athletics. I can't really 
explain it. Maybe that's just the way I was 
able to express my feelings about the 
people I loved, by doing what I do best...1 
was always able to block everything out 
when it came to competition, no matter 
how much 1 was hurting inside." 


P term “larger-than-life” is often 
L used to describe today's athletic stars, 
and in many ways, it's easy to describe 
Angle as such. What ordinary person 
wins a gold medal with a broken neck, or 
comes back from a career-threatening 
neck injury in six weeks as he did this 
past spring? Who else can wrestle so 
many different styles and still be so enter- 
taining on the microphone? 

The irony, of course, is that although 
Angle has achieved unparalleled levels of 
success in his endeavors, he is still Kurt from 
the Dormont section of Pittsburgh. His 
older brothers can still pick on him, and, 
every day, he still goes to work with the 
same ethic that his dad took to his building 
sites. He may be wealthier and more famous 
than when he was growing up, but most 
wouldn't know it from the way he lives his 
life and interacts with people. 

A lot of people change when they 
become successful. They forget about all 
the people that helped them get there, 
and those that are still working to make 
it today. Kurt hasn't. Sure, he is an 
accomplished athlete and celebrity, but 
like the people of Pittsburgh say, "Kurt is 
still one of us." BM 
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[Editor's Note: Shortly before our first issue of SmackDown! Magazine went 
to press, we received a request from the WWE Champion, Brock Lesnar. Well, 
request is putting it a little too politely. More like a threatening детапа. Lesnar 
had something to get off his massive chest, and he wanted to use our publication 
to do it. Who are we to refuse the threatening demand of a 6-foot-4, 295-pound 
raging behemoth? So we present the following editorial. Needless to say, the 
Г views expressed herein are not necessarily those of SmackDown! Magazine or 
— | World Wrestling Entertainment.] 


et me get one thing straight right 
from the start, so it's perfectly 
clear to all you pathetic whiners - 
reading this: You've got it all 
wrong. I've been misunderstood. 
You see, contrary to popular belief, I don't 
get my kicks from planning the injury of 
innocent people. Not at all. 

I get my kicks from causing the injury of 
innocent people. 

It just makes me feel good. My whole life, 
I've found that inflicting pain on other peo- 
ple was very enjoyable to me. That's why I 
enjoyed amateur wrestling, and that's why I 
stuck with it for such a long time. 

Why do I do these things? It's simple, 
really. Because I can. It's all about survival of 
the fittest, people. Do unto others as they 
would do unto you—but do it first. WWE 
isn't a schoolyard or playground, it's a jungle. 
And to make it in that jungle, you've gotta be 
willing to do whatever—and І mean whatever— 
it takes. If that means brutalizing the competi- 
tion, then thats what you've gotta do. If it 
means sending a message, then you send it. 

Why do you think the other SmackDown! 
guys are so damned scared to challenge me? 
Because they've seen what I’ve done, and it 
makes them think twice about what I might 
do to them. You can't show weakness in this 
world. If 1 did, they'd be on me in a heart- 
beat, and then all you losers would be crying 
and feeling sorry for me the way you cry and 
feel sorry for the people I hurt. No thanks. 

There's really nothing like the happiness 
you get from bringing misery to other people. 
If I can put someone in a hospital on any 
given day, then that was a good day. And if 
by doing that I can cause pain to that person's 
family, friends and fans, then that's even bet- 
ter. Have any of them ever done anything to 
deserve it? Well, if you listen to Tazz and 
Michael Cole, you'd probably say no, but 
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you'd be wrong, and so are they. 

Anyone who signs for a match with 
me deserves what I do to him. If they're 
stupid enough to get in the ring with 
me, I think they desérve it. And if 
they've got the WWE Championship 
belt around their waist, then they cer- 
tainly deserve whatever they get. 
Because no one on SmackDown! has a 
right to wear that belt but me. 

Kurt Angle definitely found that out 
more than once. Back at WrestleMania, 1 
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had to break his neck to get him to see 
things my way. Even though I regained 
my title that night, I consider it one of 
the biggest letdowns of my career that 1 
didn't end Angle's career. You'd think 
after all that, Kurt would know the 
score. But then he came back, and he 
thought we were buddies. I don't have 
any buddies. 

Don't get me wrong. I actually do 
respect Kurt as a person and as an ath- 
lete. But when I get in the ring, I respect 


nobody. Nobody. Turning my back on 
Kurt was just a very shrewd game plan. 
І knew what І needed to do. І did it 
before Kurt could do it, because I think 
Kurt was gonna take sides with Vince; 
50, I had to jump the gun on him. 


“ANYONE WHO 
SIGNS FOR A 
MATCH WITH ME 
DESERVES WHAT 
І DO TO HIM” 


Just the fact that Kurt thought I was 
gonna let him walk around with my 
title and have me be his friendly side- 
kick—that was more than enough for 
me to take. That's when the real Brock 
Lesnar had to come out and play. 

I'm sure you've all heard me talking 
about "the real Brock Lesnar” a lot these 
days. You might be asking yourself, 
"Who is the real Brock Lesnar, anyway?" 
Well, let me fill you in. The real Brock 
Lesnar is an unforgiving, unrelentless, 
unstoppable human being. He doesn't 
give a s*** about anybody but himself. 
That's who he is. A guy who will go to 
any extreme to get what he wants. 
When l first started, I had Paul Heyman 
with me, but he couldn't bring the real 
me out. I didn't know who I was until 
Vince McMahon got a hold of me. 

Vince McMahon is the only one who 
knew what the real Brock Lesnar was all 
about. He allowed me to be who I really 
wanted to be. There's a man I respect. 
He's the boss, and if he wants me to do 
something, ГИ do it for him. He's 
already shown me that there's enough 
in it for me to make it worth my while. 

I probably wouldn't have done what | 
did to poor little Zach Gowen if it hadn't 
been for Vince's influence. Because 
before that, I would have been too wor- 
ried about what all the fans would think 
of me. But I’m glad I broke Zach's leg. Не 
had it coming. І don't think I went too 
far at all on that one. The kid wanted to 
be a wrestler, he wanted to challenge 
me, and prove himself to me. He knew 
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what he was getting into. І would have 
done the same thing to any other 
Superstar, if given the chance. I don't 
care who it is. Zach was just in the 
wrong place, at the wrong time. 

Does that make me a coward? No 
more than any of you. Would you tell 
me to my face that you thought I was a 
coward? I didn't think so. Everybody's 
a coward in his own way. I'm just not a 
hypocrite about it. If I need to do 
something to accomplish my goals that 
might label me a coward in the limited 
views of some people, I won't hesitate 
to do it. I couldn't care less what you 
think of me. I've learned that lesson 
well. 

Obviously, the most important thing 
to me—even more important than crip- 
pling people, believe it or not—is being 
the WWE Champion. That's the pinna- 
cle of this business. There's nothing 
higher. I'm a three-time champion. It's a 
hard struggle to get to the top, but once 
you're there, it's even harder to stay on 
top. So for me, causing pain is both a 
fringe benefit and a necessity of being 
champ. I need to do it to keep my oppo- 
sition in line, but І admit that Га prob- 
ably be doing it even if I didn't have to. 
Call it a hobby. 

. So in closing, I’m just gonna keep on 
doing what I like to do, until someone 
can step up and stop me. But I wouldn't 
count on that happening any time soon. 
So break out your hankies, and get used 
to it, because the real Brock Lesnar is 
here to stay. “Ў 
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WEAR IT AS А BADGE OF HONOR. Every day, our nation faces increasing demand for blood, but 
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At the dawn of the second millennium, the first Belmont makes the ultimate sacrifice. And the destiny of a bloodline is decided. From the 
creators of Castlevania” Symphony of the Night™ and completely reinvented for its 3D debut on PlayStation 2, Castlevania Lament 
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of Innocence™ reveals the truc origins of the vampirc-hunting Belmonts and their tireless quest for Vlad Dracula. A thousand years ago, | 
а legend was indeed born. And the dying hasn't stopped since. 
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For a full selection of F merchandise, 
visit www.wweshopzone.com 
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A. Brock Lesnar” 
“Ring Rage” T-Shirt 
Block. 100% cotton. Imported. 
Sizes: ML XL XXL 

#96052 $25.00 


B. APA" “Back in Business" T-Shirt 
They ore back in business and they're kickin’ oss for cash. 
Black. 100% cotton. Imported. 

Sizes: 1 AL XXL 

874015 $25.00 


C. John Cena" 

“Word Life" T-Shirt 

The freshest shirt from the freshest М.С Sport this fly tee 
wherever you go. White with blue arm and collar bonds, 
100% cotton. Imported. 

Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#06004 525.00 


D. Matt Hardy" 

"Sensei of Mattitude"" T-Shirt 

Are you on MF'er? Well, learn a little something from Май in 
this awesome new shirt. Light purple. 100% cotton. Imported. 
Sizes: M L XL XXL 

875041 $25.00 


E. Brock Lesnar" "Unleashed Fury" 
Hooded Sweatshirt 


The next big sweatshirt is here and available now for you to wear. 


Block. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#96039 540.00 

Also available in youth sizes. Youth Sizes: M L 
896056 $35.00 


Е. Kurt Angle" 

"Freedom Of Choice" T-Shirt 
l! is your right to choose what you wont 10 wear. 

So you hod better choose this tea! 

Royal Blue. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#59029 $25.00 


G. Rey Mysterio" Workout Pants 
Elastic/drawstring waist. Heather grey. 

90% cotton 10% polyester. Domestic. 

Sizes: M L XL XXL 


#96041 $35.00 


H.Undertaker* Retro T-Shirt 
Block. 100% cotton. Imported. Sizes: M L XL XXL 
#03014 $25.00 


|, Undertaker* 
"Worldwide Evil" T-Shirt 
Black. 10056 cotton. Imported. 

Sizes: M L XL XXL XXXL 

803127 525.00 


J. Undertaker* "Big Evil/ 

Pain Sin-Dicate" Hooded Sweatshirt 
Big Evil wants you in the Poin Sin-Dicate, Are you ready? 

Red. 100% cotton. Imported, 

Sizes: M L XL XXL 

#03125 $40.00 
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#96022 510.00 


THURSDAY. NIGHTS ON. UPN ` Plosti. #96042 


SPM et/ TPM ct 


Black. 100% acrylic. Imported. 
#03128 520.00 


! D. ЎЎ SummerSlam” 


. Video DVD 
Approx. 180 min. Approx. 195 min. 
ч = ХАМ Vrestling ш #00686 5 19.95 #00687 $24.95 
“Уз, Е. ۷۹ Vengeance" 
Video DVD 
Approx. 160 min. Approx. 195 min. 
#00675 519.95 #00676 524.95 
F. Brock Lesnar”: Here Comes the Pain" 
Video DVD 
Approx. 60 min. Approx. 180 min. 
#96046 514.95 #96047 524.95 
С. NEW! W "Get Lit" T-Shirt 
Block. 100% Cotton, Imported. Sizes: ML XU XXL 
#00694 525,00 
H. Rey Mysterio” Poster 
21 х 36. #96034 510.00 
І. Rey Mysterio" Replica Masks 
Full-size replicas with stretch faux leather and tie closure 
under the chin. Fils most odult heads. $99.00 each 
White Silver Red 
#96050 #96051 #96049 


#96027 535.00 
Ч. Backpacks 
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M. Sable" Poster 


214020 510.00 
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! HERE'S HOW ТО ORDER 
1 TOLL-FREE ORDER NUMBER: ° 
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B. Rey Mysterio" Mask 
58.00 


C. Undertaker* Big Evil Skull Cap 


Тава Price af Пета 
Shipping & Handling 
MEE CHANT Eli cu 


5 
5 
Express Shipping $ 
5 
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A. Rey Mysterio" 619" Pendant 
Pendant (2^ W x Т“ H) on 2771 link chain, Silvertone. 


J. Brock Lesnar” Throw Blanket 
100% acrylic. 4" x 5'. Weighs approx. 2 ths. Domestic. 


Embroidered logo on front. 6000 polyester. 1994" x ۳ 
Available in two styles. Each $35.00 

K. Brock Lesnar” (Bsd with fed oveni) 
L. Rey Mysterio” [Hk wit Saver oren] 


#96045 
#96044 


lal thisJovely Diva grace your wall, 24" x 36". 


N. Rey Mysterio" Mini Plush Doll 
510.00 
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emembering the 
atriarch of banadian Wrestling 


hen Stu Hart was awarded the 

exalted Order of Canada in 2001, 

the charmingly gruff icon seemed 
uncomfortable with the prestige. 

“It’s a hell of a thing," said Hart, who 

passed away on October 16, in that voice 

that wrestlers from Cleveland to 

Yokohama still imitate. 51 don't know if I 


deserve it. You shouldn't get carried away | 


with this." 

But the generations of athletes who 
trained in Stu’s notorious basement 
"Dungeon"—and neighbors who regarded 
the wrestling great as Calgary's grandfa- 
ther—understood why Hart was honored. 
The broad-shouldered,  granite-haired 
roughneck loved his city, his family and 
his craft with such ardor that he managed 
to intertwine all three into a life tew could 
fathom. 

Given a recent string of illnesses, his 
death was not unexpected. But his disci- 
ples still mourned the passing of a most 
eccentric, vet revered, master. 

"We've lost one of our genuine charac- 
ters,” said "Superstar" Billy Graham, the 
smooth-talking former WWE Champion 


50 пении — 
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Ву Keith Elliot Greenberg 


who, like so many others, camped out on 


| Stus property and learning the distinct 
| "Calgary tradition" of wrestling. 


"There's a certain kinship among those 
Of us lucky to have survived the experi- 
ence," Lance Storm said. "We are all, in a 
way, extended members of the Hart wres- 
tling family." 

Even by itself, that family was a sig- 
nificant one. Stu and his wife, Helen, had 
12 children, among them former WWE 
Champion Bret "Hit Man" Hart and the 
late Owen Hart. All of his eight sons 
became involved in wrestling, either as 
grapplers or referees. Each of his four 
daughters married wrestlers, including 
"British Bulldog" Davey Boy Smith and 
Jim "The Anvil” Neidhart. Two of his 
teen-age grandsons, Teddy Hart and Harry 
smith, have already made their ring 
debuts. 

Perhaps hundreds of wrestlers endured 
Stu's torturous sessions in the dungeon, 
then convalesced over a meal at the fam- 
ily table, including the Dynamite Kid, 
Chris Jericho, Steve Blackman, Brian 
Pillman, Chris Benoit, Curt Hennig and 











Above: Stu congratulates Chris Jericho and Chris Benoit, two of his great- 
est students. Right: At the 1994 Survivor Series, Stu and wife Helen got 


involved in the action on behalf of their son, Owen. 


"Rowdy" Roddy Piper. 

"I would not be here if it wasn't for 
Stu Hart, and the opportunities he 
gave me," said Benoit, who lived with 
the Hart clan after arriving by bus 
from Edmonton. "I would rot be here. 
| was just a skinny 17-year-old kid 
with a lot of dreams, and some of the 
older wrestlers kind of looked at me 
and laughed and brushed me aside. 
But Stu believed in me." 

Over the last several years, Stu's 
faith was tested by the deaths of his 
wife, his youngest son Owen, and son- 
in-law, Davey Boy Smith. But his stu- 
dents' image of the elder Hart never 
wavered. 

“He was always a pillar of strength,” 
Benoit said. "Only a man as strong as 
Stu could have gotten through all that 
stuff. That's what being a man is, and 
I admire him. That's why I choose to 
celebrate his life." 

Stu was born on May 3, 1915 in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, and attained 


fame in the amateur ranks and on the | 
gridiron, where he played center for 


ЉИЉА тя TRI — 


the Edmonton Eskimos of the 
Canadian Football League (CFL). 
Friends always contended that, were it 
not for World War II, Hart would have 
been an Olympian. Instead, he trained 
for the professional mat under Toots 
Mondt, who taught the legend many 
of the crippling holds he passed down 
to students. 

In New York, fellow wrestler and 
future Houston promoter, Paul Boesch, 
introduced Stu to the beautiful daugh- 
ter of former U.S. Olympic runner, 
"Handsome" Harry Smith. They mar- 
ried in 1947, before Stu rushed from 
the ceremony to wrestle "Golden Boy" 
Arnold Skaaland. 

Those who didn't know Stu mis- 
took his personal quirks for a lack of 
sophistication. But he was wise in 
many ways and, in 1951, after he 
scored a windfall in real estate, he 
opened the Stampede Wrestling pro- 
motion that became an institution in 
Calgary. 

The promotion thrived for many 
reasons. Stu imported the best techni- 


ча 


cal wrestlers from Europe, Japan and 
Mexico, paying little attention to size 
limitations. Virtually every headliner 
in North America passed through the 
Stampede Pavilion. 











stu and Helen divided the promo- 
tional and household chores. Helen 
often handled talent and the local 
media, while Stu cooked, tended to 
the family's menagerie of animals, and 
even curled his wife's hair. 


“1 remember an incredible amount 
of kids running around in the snow, 
barefoot like chimpanzees," Graham 
said. 

Ata, of the Wild Samoans, was 
among the wrestlers invited to Stu's 
Sunday afternoon barbecues: "We'd be 
swimming while 5tu's kids were telling 
fans that they could come, too, charg- 
ing the people 50 cents for parking, 
and $3.00 for a plate of food." 

The Hart children were à presence 
in Calgary, sometimes lining up and 
parading behind their shopping carts 
through the supermarket. Had the 
wrestling business tanked, all of 5015 
offspring would have been equipped 
for other careers. Yet, all the boys were 
trained for the ring as well. 


the big rodeo, and Stu would call over 
his son, Bruce," Afa said. "Then, Stu 
would put him in a wrestling hold, and 
stretch him in front of 1,000 people." 
But what occurred in the dungeon 








was infinitely more frightening. "I was | 


a big, strong guy," Graham said. "Stu 
would folow me around, squeezing 
my arms, and frothing at the mouth. 1 
remember him tucking my head under 
his arm, and applying the pressure. 1 
was incapacitated. I had no way out. 
He had me." 

Even fans were not immune from 
òtus tactics. When one lumbering 
ringsider boasted that he could out- 
wrestle the talent, Stu invited the man 
home, and clamped on the painful 
"sugar hold," only releasing the victim 
after he'd blacked out and swallowed 
his long beard. 

"stu was like that all the time,” 
Jericho said. "At Owen's funeral, he 
grabbed [former WWE Superstar] B. 
Brian Blair and put him in a hold. It 


"We'd be at the Calearv Stampede, | was a somber occasion, but Stu had to 
5 а | i П 





entertain the troops. When I saw him 
last year, he was in a wheelchair. It 


| didn't matter. When I went to shake 


his hand, he brought me in and 


| twisted my hand. He was 87 years old, 


and he still loved putting people in 
pain." 

stu had recently been hospitalized 
for complications related to pneumo- 
nia. Doctors believe that he suffered a 
stroke just before he died. 

Immediately, the tributes followed. 
"Stu personified the qualities that dis- 
tinguish Calgary and all Alberta," 
Alberta Premier Ralph Klein told the 
Calgary Sun,  "Friendliness, good 
humor, a strong sense of fairness, com- 
passion...and just being a down to 
earth fellow with no pretensions." 

For Jericho, though, Stu will be 
eternally remembered for his shaky, 
hesitating speaking style and long 
monologues: "Everyone knows who 
Lou Thesz was, but no one can imitate 
his voice. Stu may be gone, but his 
voice lives on." M 
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Cruiserweight Championship 
Tajiri def. 
hey Mysterio 


Two of the most dazzling cruiserweights in WWE collided in the opening match 
of No Mercy, as Tajiri defended the Cruiserweight title against former champ Rey 
Mysterio. Tajiri was warned about using his dangerous green mist in the match, 
but it turned out that he didn't need it. The bout was filled with fast-paced action 
and two-counts galore, but in the end, outside interference allowed Tajiri to pin 
a distracted Mysterio and retain his championship. 








Chris Benoit 
def. A-Train 


A-Train did his best to convince every- 
one that he was capable of beating 
Chris Benoit, but came up short when it 
came time to put up or shut up. A-Train 
became frustrated with Benoit’s techni- 
cal wizardry, and steel chairs came into 
play pretty quickly. The big man tried 
to use his size to dominate the match, 
and did a good job of it for a while, but 
Benoit's patient, precise style won out. 
Once he had sufficiently worn down 
A-Train, Benoit picked his spot to apply 
a submission finisher. Only this time, it 
wasn't the Crippler Crossface, but the 
Sharpshooter, a tribute to the late Stu 
Hart, whose son Bret first popularized 
the move in WWE. 


———— 








Basham Brothers 
(Danny & Doug) 


(Bradshaw & ЕЩ! 


Just a few days before taking the 
WWE Tag Team Championship from 
Los Guerreros оп SmackDown!, the 
Bashams served notice that they 
meant business with a win over the 
APA, WWE's most tenured tag team. 
Granted, that win didn't come 
through the cleanest of tactics, but 
in WWE, let's face it—a win is a win. 
In this case, it was Shaniqua who 
helped her men along in the final 
moments, clocking Bradshaw over 
the head with a lead pipe to allow 
Danny Basham to log' the three- 
count. 
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“I Quit" Match 


Mr. McMahon def. 
stephanie McMahon 


It was something nobody ever though they'd see, 
even in the strange world of WWE—a father/daughter 
| Quit match. And Vince meant business, dropping 
Stephanie with a clubbing blow to start things off. For 
a moment, Stephanie miraculously gained control of 
the match, but in the end, her father's brute force was 
just too much. A horrified Linda McMahon, who had 
pleaded with her husband not to go through with the 
match, finally threw in the towel on Steph's behalf. 







































| The mind games between Angle and Cena flew back and 
| forth at a furious rate іп the weeks leading up to this match. 


| prove it. However, it seemed that no matter what he did, 
_ Cena could not hold down Angle for a count of three. The 


_ too. With his frustration, Cena got sloppy, giving Angle ап 
. opening to cinch in the ankle lock. Cena did what he could 


Kurt Angle det. 
John Cena 















Both men had something to prove, and were determined to 
FU didn't work, and hitting Kurt with a chain proved futile, 


to get to the ropes, but in the end, he tapped out. 
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U.S. Championship 
The Big Show def. 
Eddie Guerrero 


The acts of humiliation perpetrated against Big Show by 
Eddie Guerrero may have backfired against Eddie in the 
end, as an enraged Show was able to channel his aggression 
and take the United States title. The valiant Guerrero man- Wr- 
aged to get his foot on the rope to avoid losing after a first vg 
chokeslam, but a second chokeslam was just too much for 
Latino Heat. 
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WWE Championship 
Brock Lesnar def. 
.- Undertaker 


For the second No Mercy in a row, Brock Lesnar and 
Undertaker squared off with the WWE Championship 
















aligned against the Deadman that he didn't stand 
a chance. Outside interference from the FBI served 
as a major distraction, preventing him from gain- 


an assist and knocked 'Taker down to the mat. This 
allowed Lesnar to cover for the win. 
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on the line. This time around, so many forces were | 


ing the pin after а Last Ride. When ‘Taker went to | 
the top rope, Vince McMahon himself gave Brock | 
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By Brian Solomon 


With his manic demeanor and flashy 
sequined capes, “Macho Man” Randy 
Savage was one of WWE's most recogniz- 
able Superstars of the 1980s and early 
"90s. Flanked by the lovely Elizabeth as he 
strode to the ring to the tune of “Pomp 
and Circumstance,” Savage enjoyed pop- 
ularity equal to that of Hulk Hogan, 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper and Andre the 
Giant. A simple “Ohhh, yeeeaaahh” or 
"Dig it!" in his unmistakable raspy voice 
was enough to light up any crowd. 

Now, Savage is putting that voice of his 
to a different use, one that no one could 
have predicted: Rapping. In October, the 
Macho Man released his first hip-hop CD, 
Be a Man, and has thrown himself into this 
new career path. і 

His previous career gained him world 
renown and seemed predestined. The son 
of 1950s and '60s wrestler Angelo Poffo, 
Randy grew up in the business. 

"It was really fun," recalls the Macho 
Man. "A lot of the wrestlers would come 
over to meet my dad for a ride, so | got 
to meet a lot of those that were on tele- 
vision. ГА say about 95 percent of them 
were real nice to me, shook my hand 
and all that. Being a kid, | was star- 
struck." 

In high school, Randy Poffo played 
football, basketball and baseball. At first, it 
looked like it would be baseball where he 
would make his mark. After graduation, 
he went straight into the minor leagues, 
playing in the farm systems of the St. 
Louis Cardinals, Cincinnati Reds and 
Chicago White Sox. 

But the lure of the ring was in his 
blood, and he eventually entered the fam- 
ily business, in which his father was 
already an established star, which helped. 
He made his pro debut іп the mid-1970s, 
and soon thereafter got his famous ring 
name when  wrestler/promoter Ole 
Anderson commented that “the kid wres- 
tles like a ‘Savage’.” 
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Savage competed throughout the old 
territorial system, in places like Detroit, 
Amarillo, Texas and later his dad's 
Kentucky-based company, International 
Championship Wrestling (ICW). Ending a 
long-running feud with Jerry Jarrett's 





Memphis territory, Savage, along with his 
dad and brother, "Leaping" Lanny Poffo, 
buried the hatchet and went to work the 
promotion. It was while working there 
that Randy got a fateful call. 

"Vince McMahon came to me and 





4 





as WWE Champion and enjoying a popularity rivaled only by that of Hulk Hogan. 
Here he proudly poses with the lovely Elizabeth. 





said, ‘I'll guarantee you an opportunity’,” 
he remembers. "| said, 'That's good 
enough for те." That was the break | was 
waiting for. That was what made me." 

The flashy and flamboyant Savage was 
a perfect fit for the expanding organiza- 
tion, then in the midst of becoming the 
world's premier provider of sports-enter- 
tainment. On June 17, 1985, "Macho 
Man" Randy Savage made his first appear- 
ance at a WWE TV taping in Poughkeepsie, 
New York. 

Almost immediately, the brash young 
competitor caught the fans' attention 


with his kinetic interview style and a level 
of aerial technique rarely seen in competi- 
tors his 5126, At the start of 1986, he won 
the Intercontinental Championship from 
Tito Santana in Boston Garden to begin a 
reign that would last over a year. 

"That was my first break after coming 
to the company,” he says. “1 wanted to 
prove | could take the ball and run with it. 
That's what started things rolling. It gave 
me instant credibility." 

Ironically, it was the match in which 
Savage lost the 1-С title that is best 
remembered. At WrestleMania Ill in the 


Madness Reigns Supreme: From 1988 to 1989, Savage wore the top nrize, reigning 


Pontiac Silverdome, Savage and Ricky 
"The Dragon" Steamboat engaged in a 
classic that literally stole the show. 

"That's the biggest rush | ever had in 
my life," Savage says. "To go down the 
aisle in front of 93,000-plus was unbeliev- 
able. Nothing in my life compared to it. 
Knowing the place was sold out, knowing 
that it was the world indoor record, and 


"Melt very bad for 
Elizabeth. We weren't in 
constant contact with 
each other; we'd 61 


| (0 go on with our lives." 


then participating in that match, being 
able to compete with someone with the 
athletic ability of Ricky Steamboat. It 
made my own abilities known to the 
world. It was a phenomenal opportunity. | 
compare everything to that rush right 
there." 

Although he lost his title, the publicity 
from the match made Savage an even 
bigger star. Before 1987 was out, his 
popularity ran second only to the WWE 
Champion, Hulk Hogan. It was only fitting 
that the Hulkster and the Macho Man 
would form an alliance: The Mega- 
Powers. 

After Hogan's first title reign ended at 
the start of 1988, a golden opportunity 
presented itself. Savage seized it, as he 


won four tournament matches in a single 


night to snare the vacant WWE crown at 
WrestleMania IV. He would stand atop the 
wrestling world for a full year. 

"It was fun, but I also knew from grow- 
ing up with my dad, it was a responsibility 
to bé a leader to the other wrestlers," he 
explains. "It's a responsibility for a lead 
dog to make the dressing room produc- 
tive, and get everyone feeling good about 
themselves." 

Savage was the next major champion 
to follow the Hulkster, but it was Hogan 
who brought that title reign to an end 
after the Mega-Powers exploded at 
WrestleMania V. The Macho Man contin- 
ued to be a major player in WWE for the 
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next few years, morphing for a while into 
the villainous "Macho King," before once 
again embracing fans in an emotional 
reunion with Elizabeth at WrestleMania 
VII. 

By the beginning of the 1990s, the era 
of the "New Generation" had arrived, and 
Savage began playing less of an in-ring 
role. He spent some time as an announcer, 
and was part of Monday Night Raw origi- 
nal broadcast team. A brief return to 
action in 1992 saw Savage enjoy a second 
WWE Championship reign at the expense 


"I went to work 

for WCW for 5 years, 
and found out the 
wrong way to run a 
wrestling company." 


of Ric Flair. But at the end of 1994, Savage 
walked away from WWE and headed 
south to the old WCW.  ' 

Although the Macho Man got a chance 
to return to full-time competition, and 
wore the WCW World title on several 
occasions, he does not look back fondly 
on his years spent in that organization. 

"| wrestled for Vince for 10 years and 
found out the right way to run a wres- 
Шта company," he says. "Then | went to 
work for WCW for 5 years, and found out 
the wrong way to run a Wrestling com- 
pany. It was completely different under 
Vince McMahon. Vince is the leader, the 
one calling the shots. In WCW, they had 
all chiefs and no Indians. Just a real 
mess." 

In recent years, Savage has been in 
semi-retirement, choosing not to compete 
on the independent circuit. Satisfied with 
the legacy he's left behind, he's chosen 
instead to pursue different ventures. For 
instance, he played the role of Bonesaw 
McGraw in the 2002 blockbuster motion 
picture Spider-Man, duking it out with 


live and in Public, H You Will: Savage 
puts the squeeze on Dusty Rhodes, 
whom he feuded with in 1990. 
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"Busting genres with a furious blend of driving, 

fighting and gunplay, True Crime is the game 
we've been waiting for all year." 
М | 


"True Crime ups the ante, accurately delivering the 
seediness of Los Angeles. kung-fu capabilities, 
burn-rubber driving, over-the-top firepower and a killer 
soundtrack featuring original West Coast Hip Hop beats.” 
—Hustler | 
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Includes over 50 original songs from Snoop Dogg, Westside Connection and more.” — | SQUAD KOCH RECOEDS 





Visit truecrimela.com for exclusive game clips and soundtrack samples. | | Wero KOCHI 
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he defeated Hacksaw Jim Duggan for the distinction. 


Peter Parker in a steel cage. 

"[Director] Sam Raimi was really fun to 
work for,” he says. “It was kind of like we 
were working with him instead of for 
him.” 

Earlier this year, Savage was deeply 
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saddened by the passing of his ex-wife 
Elizabeth Hulette. Although the two had 
been divorced for ten years, they will 
always be associated in the hearts of fans 
that watched their unique relationship 
unfold on TV. 





"That was real sad," Savage says. "A 
friend of mine told me about it. That's 
what a friend does; he's a bearer of bad 
news. | felt very bad for her and her fam- 
ily. We weren't in constant contact with 
each other; we'd agreed to go on with our 
lives." 

After mourning Elizabeth's death, the 
Macho Man entered a new phase of his 
life. After doing a promotion involving 
Doxers represented by Big 3 Records 
chairman Bill Edwards, Savage was offered 
a chance to join Edwards' label às a rap 
artist. He jumped at the chance, and the 
result is Be a Man, the Macho Man's debut 
album released October 7. 

"I've been а fan of music my whole 
life," he says. "A lot of people can be 
touched by music. When I got the oppor- 
tunity to do this, it was like the opportu- 
nity Vince McMahon gave me to come up 
to New York and express myself with my 
talent. Now, l've gotten the chance to 
express myself in the music world. l'm not 
one that's gonna write a book, like every- 
body's doing now. This is my book, my 
first CD. | plan on coming up with more 
CDs, if the public embraces it." 

Featuring a cameo by hip-hop per- 
former DJ Kool (responsible for the late 
'90s hit "Let Me Clear My Throat"), the 
album also included a tribute to the late 
"Mr. Perfect" Curt Hennig entitled, "My 
Perfect Friend." As Savage embarks on a 
nationwide media tour in support of the 
new release, the obvious question remains 
in the minds of surprised fans: Why rap? 

"Because | can't sing!" laughs Macho. 
"Basically, if | tried to sing, it would just be 
a joke. | don't take myself real seriously on 
this rapping, but because of my voice, it 
seems to work. I'm not saying I'm the 
world's greatest rapper. I’m just trying to 
entertain my wrestling fans, and possibly 
bring some of my wrestling fans over to 
the hip-hop world." 

Unorthodox? Yes. Unexpected? Very. But 
it’s all par for the course for one of sports- 
entertainment's most unorthodox and 
unpredictable Superstars. Randy Savage has 
made a career of shocking and thrilling fans, 
and hopes to continue doing so in his new 
chosen field. Clearly, Macho Madness is still 
running wild. m 















The legend 
15 пеге. 


Sixteen-time World Champion. One 
of the greatest competitors in the 
history of sports-entertainment. On 
DVD for the first time. А three-DVD 
set bringing together the best 
matches and moments from the 
“Nature Boy’s” illustrious stylin’ and 
profilin’ career. Featuring his feuds 
with Harley Race, Dusty Rhodes, 
Barry Windham, Ricky 
Steamboat, Terry Funk and 
Sting. Also included for the 
first time on DVD, seven of 
Ric Flair’s most famous 
matches shown in their 
entirety. This unique 
compilation also includes 
two features on The 
Four Horsemen; Flair’s 
World Wide Wrestling 
Federation debut at 
Madison Square Garden 
on March 1, 1976; his 
match vs. Triple H on 
Raw 5.19.03; and the 
never-before-seen post- 
show tribute. It's history 
in the making, and it’s 
HM far from over! 
7 8 








Г. 4 
LECTION ЭР Available here: 


^  SUNCOAST БУР 


The store for movie lovers. VIDEO 


The names of all World Wrestling Entertainment televised and live programming, 
taleni names, images, likenesses, slogans and wrestling mores and all World 
Wrestling Entenlainment logos are trademarks. which are the exclusi property 
of World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. © 2003 World Wrestling Entertainment, 
Ing. Al Rights Reserved. AU other trademarks, product names, company names. 
and logas cited heroin ага the property of their respective nêrê. 








Greatness Unleashed 


Unleashed in the East Tour 
Kobe, Japan 
July 19, 2003 


Jamie Noble is one of SmackDown!'s top 
cruiserweights, and has quite a résumé 
of amazing matches to his credit. He's 
enjoyed a reign as Cruiserweight Champion, 
and has competed for that title on many 
occasions, When questioned about his 
favorite match, the one he chose was not 
even one that was televised. Rather, it was 
а bout contested during SmackDown!'s 
Unleashed in the East Tour of Asia. Noble 
challenged then-Cruiserweight Champion 
Rey Mysterio in Kobe, Japan, in a classic 
encounter that stands out in his mind as 
the greatest of his career. 

"That was an incredible night," Noble 
remembers. "Competing with Rey is 
always a great challenge, but that night 
was something special. There were no TV 
cameras or anything, but we still gave our 
all for the fans, and they appreciated it." 

Fortunately, our photographers were 
on-hand throughout the Unleashed in the 
East Tour; thus, we are able to provide 
these rare and amazing shots of Noble 
and Mysterio in action from that night. 

Noble points out that the style of the 
match was very different from what one 
might expect on an Amerlcan show. To 
appeal to the tastes of the Japanese 
crowd, the two competitors, both experi- 
enced at wrestling in front of a Japanese 
audience, altered their approach to really 
get the fans going. 

"They say that Japanese fans are really 
reserved, but not that night!” says Noble. 
"They were so into it, and they let us 
know, | think Japanese fans are much 
more used to the submission style of wres- 
tling than those here in the States, so we 
focused more on submissions. Because 
that's what they're familiar with, the 
Japanese fans really responded. 

"Гуе wrestled Rey many times, but that 
was different because it was such a differ- 
ent type of match. We also wound up 
competing for about 20 minutes, a lot 
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longer than most of our matches, so we 
had a lot of time to really entertain the 
fans and show what we were capable of." 

Despite the fact that Noble singles the 
match out as his favorite, it was Mysterio 
whose hand was raised in victory that 
night. Yet, the experience of putting on 
such an incredible athletic performance 


with a competitor of the caliber of 
Mysterio is what Noble remembers with 
such fondness. And although the two 
have had their differences on television, 
on that night they displayed a rare show 
of sportsmanship and respect for each 
other when the match was over. 


“| 


love wrestling Rey in general," says 
Noble. "The guy is a human highlight 
reel. He can do things in there that no one 


else can, and he helps bring out the best 
in me. It's great that we're both in the 
Cruiserweight Division on SmackDown, 
because it means we get to compete 
against each other a lot.” 

Certainly, the fans live at Kobe World 
Hall for the final night of the Unleashed in 
the East Tour got to see something one-of- 





a-kind, something that was presented for 
them alone. Yet outstanding matches 
such as this have occurred at many of 
WWE's untelevised events presented in 
arenas nearly every day of the week. Not 
everything worth seeing happens on tele- 
vision, and anyone who considers him- or 
herself a true WWE fan is missing out if 
they haven't attended a live show lately. 
Take it from Jamie Noble. № 
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It's Like Having 
.. One Of Those Little 
Laminated Card Thingies 
That You Wear Around 
Your Neck, So You Can Go 
Wherever You Want Without 
Being Asked To Leave... 








VE ү, а 4 
M" чумі а ч | 
xara ری‎ 5 ; 
АН авики р 
LI 








ар Oro E ч 

Миа dore وف‎ А p 
ciere а aS aa 
ATUM 


PUN تد‎ i ње 
"epum м 
ہو لیر‎ Bah کی‎ 20 
و ا ری یں‎ Му 

ХУ دن خی ا ا‎ ол 

ма ہیں‎ а 

УУД КЁ P‏ انید سا 
w^ pr nek rs‏ 
ATED‏ یں 


The groundbreaking 
_ look behind the scenes at 
World Wrestling Entertainment 


Available now wherever really cool books are sold 


۷ j ) Pubtshied Бү Pocket Books 






о 
ЧЕ e d 


DEM А Dosen of Simon & SE 
ЛАЛА ا رق ا‎ com مو رع‎ њим" A Viacom Gorg 





TYEE 
www.simonsays.com 2006 Worked Чл Блан авина. nc. AS Rights Ваен. 









= ——— 


kI L T; --‏ سے 





—— o 


c А WWW 


CHASE 


EL 
Wases-operal ing multiple سیب پا‎ d > 
٦ Camaro, 
و‎ ice 00 222 inc up se ы sr can eh on the way 


сас 
хо 








a plot to destroy pe p licensed ve 
torre ав ас О оазе р nem 9 
trying to figure ап 7. $0 гасе over 
brand 0 aw Hiss 
| Strong Language КМ : 
Violence GOX у датежЕиа!ов- 





СОТТА RATE ET 
E SRE 


majesrcogamacs.com 


2003 Меке! ایس رکا‎ to Masson Sales. Мей. Xbox. the Месо Game Studios Ес рза Fa Yta Lope ed حا فا‎ М trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in Ihe U.S, andae in other countries and are used under license from Microsoft. Trademarks 
of Nissan Motor Ca, Lid. are تسس‎ under license دہ سا جا‎ Corporation. Toyota, Lexus, 15340, 65430, 50490, رم‎ and 200061 aee trademarks of Toyota Motor Соронз, and used with permission. General Motors Trademarks used ander lense to 0 













1. Who defended the WWE 7. Which of the following 


Championship in the first was never Cruiserweight 
Iron Man match on WWE Champion? 

television? . Ша. Rey Mysterio 

Ч a. Bret "Hit Man" Hart Û b. Ultimo Dragon 

d b. Sycho Sid Q c. Chavo Guerrero 
О c. Kurt Angle UNO MET 


8. Which event this year 
2. Who was the manager was the first SmackDown!- 
of “Superstar” Billy only pay-per-view? 


Graham? - a. Vengeance 
О a. “Classy” Freddie 4 b. ¥ Bad Blood 
Blassie لا‎ с. No Mercy 


J b. Oliver Humperdink 
J c. The Grand Wizard 9. What annual pay-per- 
UNS view did ЎЎ. Bad Blood 


3. Which SmackDown! replace this year? 
Superstar was once О a. Armageddon 
known as Hugh Morrus? نا‎ b. King of the Ring 
С a. Matt Hardy Ч c. Fully Loaded 
4 b. Billy Kidman ME LS Ne 
4 c. Bill DeMott 10. Who opposed Pat 
Dun di UAE Patterson in the famous 

4. What is Eddie Guerrero's 1981 Alley Fight at 
finishing move? Madison Square Garden? 
d a. Flying Elbow Drop Ч a. Sgt. Slaughter 
I b. Boston Crab О b. Ken Patera 
О c. Frog Splash 4 c. Magnificent 
Se ee ptc Зараа 


5. Who was A-Train's tag 






team partner when he 11. Strike Force consisted 
was known as the of Tito Santana and... 
"Hip-Hop Hippo"? - а. Rick Martel 
О а. Grandmaster Sexay 4 b. Tom Zenk 
3 b. Scotty 2 Hotty 4 c. Ivan Putski 


коша 
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12. Who did Orlando Jordan 


6. Tazz made his WWE face in his first WWE 
debut at which event? match? 
О a. WrestleMania ХУ! J a. John Cena 
4 b. 2000 Royal Rumble о b. Undertaker 
لا‎ c. 1999 Survivor Series О c. Chris Benoit 


شت ےمد تسا ےو ME‏ — 
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By Brian Solomon 
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LIMITED-EDITION 
BOK SET 
INCLUDES: 
TRIPLE H™ 

RIC FLAIR™ 
RANDY ORTON™ 


Limited tà 3500 pieces 
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mem OF YOUR FAVORITE WWE" S SUPERSTARS AVAILABLE 


A wise man once | 
told me, "Tazz, some- 
times in life you have | 
to be humble!" Well, 
this is not one of those 
times! 

Therefore, | would 
like to thank Me 
(Tazz!) for breaking — 
ground for this awesome new magazine 
that | named, SmackDown! All you "Tales 
from the Hook" fans probably realize that 
it's because of me (Tazz!) that we now 
have this new sleek, fresh, very sharp and 
outstanding monthly magazine. And for 
all you non-"Tales from the Hook" fans, 
you will rapidly realize that you're missing 
the boat on the worldwide buzz called 
Tazz! You see, I’m not just smart, I’m not 
just sexy, but I’m also a trendsetter. 

Here's a look at what | wrote in the 
November 2002 issue of WWE Magazine. 
Let the history lesson begin: 

| have a question to pose to Barry Werner, 
publisher of all WWE publications. Hey, 
Barry (if that your real name), why the hell 
is there a RAW Magazine and not a 
SmackDown! Magazine? 

Г think that RAW Magazine is a cool 
magazine, but ۱ think SmackDown! would 
be a much cooler one, because SmackDown! 
is the better show. 

All the bums who work for Publications... 
sitting on their asses behind their desks...is 
there a problem with what we do? You don't 
like SmackDown!? The SmackDown! talent 
just gets thrown into WWE Magazine, 
under the WWE banner? Do I need to show 
up at the office and start straightening out 
people—the way only a thug from Red Hook 
can? 

Hey, Barry Werner, not for nothing, but 
get your head out of your ass before you get 
choked out. Do the right thing before tell 
Stephanie and she slaps the taste out of 
your mouth. Let's get a SmackDown! 
Magazine going. Right now. 

SmackDown! needs to get its own 
magazine. Enough said. Get it done, Barry. 

Ya see? ІГ you haven't noticed, іп my 
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opening of this very fine edition of "The 


Hook" (that's what we call it here at Just 
Another Victim Headquarters) there were 
many “15” and "me's." That's because по 
one else had the quts to tell it like it is—or 
should 1 say, like it was, in regards to 
SmackDown! and Raw. 

50 in closing, we at ЈАМН. are 
extremely proud of the success of 


SmackDown! and of this new mag. One 
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With Tazz 


more thing, | would like to thank abso- 
lutely no one for the new and lovely 
SmackDown! Magazine except everybody's 
favorite Thug Superstar, Tazz! № 


Tazz's Top-Three Dogs 
1. Rottweiler 


2. American Pit Bull 
3, French Bulldog 





MORE TAIZ! 


Її bani bet i) 
Di Thig Guy! 


Wishful Thinking? Maybe not. The above "cover" was created Бус our 
designers to illustrate what a SmackDown! Magazine might look 
like back when Tazz wrote his November 2002 column. Little did we 
know, the Thug Superstar was on to something. 
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Not only has Buu arrived, but you can fight as any of his three evil | 
forms. Plus there’s all new graphics, new fusions, new absorptions, and ey |! 
Dragon World, a new sinele player mode that lets vou cre: rown re 

80 о gle play зе that Jets] DRM yemas GUI می‎ 
DBZ adventure. If you've got a favorite character, you ve gota fight. “к им = | 
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They're back. And they're itching for action. With tons of planets to conquer in a whole new gigantic galaxy, you 
better believe Ratchet & Clank are gonna sink their teeth into some destruction. Ummm, destruction. With 
weapon upgrades, mods, armor and the ability for Ratchet to get stronger and smarter as the game goes on, this 
could get uglier than the Grandmas In Bikinis Calendar after-party. Speaking of parties, there's also hoverbike 
racing, space combat and gladiator arenas. As far as weapons and gadgets go, Ratchet & Clank are stacked with 
90 new ones, along with unlockable upgrades, so by the end of the journey, you'll go through more weapons and 
gadgets than a hungry fat man will go through chicken wings at lunch. Lock and load, baby, lock and load. 





YES, YES, YES, YES, YES, YES, YES, AND HELL YEAH. 


www.us.playstation.com 


Pla Sta tion e Ratchet and Clank is a trademark of Sony Computer 
y 8 Entertainment America Inc. Developed by Insomniac 
Games. $2003 Sony Computer Entertainment America 
Inc. "PlayStation" andthe PS” Family logo are registered 


Ж ЧТ. ПУ trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. “Live 
ШЕЕ 12 سی‎ In Your World. Play In Ours." is a trademark of Sony 
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um — ATE Computer Entertainment America Inc. 


LIVE IN YOUR WXRLD. 
PLAY IN OURS: 


Mild Violence 





